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Figure 1. Flow diagram for determining sediment texture
on the basis of ribboning and grittiness (after Thien 1979).
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BEGIN

Place a small amount of sediment (~ 2 cubic cm) in
hand. Add drops of water and knead the sediment until
aggregates are broken down. Sediment is the proper

consistency when it is plastic and moldable.

Add dry sediment to soak up excess water
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Place sediment ball between thumb and forefinger, and gently press with the thumb, squeezing the ball upward into
a ribbon of uniform thickness and width. Continue pressing until the ribbon curls over the forefinger and breaks.
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Place small pinch of sediment in palm. Add enough water to thin to a semi-liquid consistency. Rub with forefinger.
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(silt is slightly softer,
less plastic, and less
sticky than silt loam)

Does sedi-
ment feel very

gritty?
YES

Does sedi-
ment feel

very gritty?
YES

Does sedi-
ment feel

very smooth?

NO

Does sedi-
ment feel very

smooth?
YES

NO

YES

Sediment feels
neither very

gritty nor very
smooth

NO

Does sedi-
ment feel

very smooth?
YES

NO

YES

Sediment feels
neither very

gritty nor very
smooth

YES


